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PREFACE. 


THROUGH ignorance and infidelity of 
the ſcriptures, immorality and irrcligion 
abound—did men believe the threats of God 
denounced againſt ſin and unbelief, and the 
promiſes of God in the goſpel unto all re- 
penting, believing ſinners, we ſhould ſoon 
ſee a change in their morals, and vital reli- 
gion would poſſeſs their bearts—to this end 
may Ged give a bleſſing to the following 
diſcourſe. 
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AN HYMN. 


Before Sermon. 


1. 


O For faith, for faith divine, 
To truſt in Chriſt alone; 

Faith that makes the bleſſings mine, 
The promiſes my own: 

Faith to call the Saviour, Lord, 
Faith to touch his bleeding ſide, 

Faith to feel his precious word, 
Now ſavingly apply'd. 


2. 


Send the promis'd bleſſing down, 
Now give thy word ſucceſs ; 

Let a Saviour's preſence crown 
This ordinance with grace: 

Comfort ev'ry mourning ſoul, 
Set the captive pris'ner free. 

Speak the loathſome leper whole, 
And oh! remember me. 


A Sermon.. 


Acts xiv. 27, 


AND WIEN THEY. WEKE- COME, AND HAD 
GATHERED THE CHURCH TOGETHER, THEY- 
REHEARSED ALL THAT GOD HAD DONE WITH 
THEM, AND HOW HE. HAD: OPENED THE DOOR 
er FAITH UNTO THE GENTILES, 


Is the preceding chapter Paul and Barnabas 
were ſent forth by the Holy Ghoſt to preach the 
goſpel to the Gentiles, and as they travelled they 
preached in the ſynagogues of the Jews, and de- 
clared unto them that Jeſus Chriſt, whom God 
had raiſed from the dead, was he who was pro- 
miſed to their fathers, the Meſſiah, the Anointed | 
of God; and that he had fulfilled his promiſe to 
them, their children, in raiſing him up: and he 
proves it by various paſſages of ſcripture cited in 
that chapter let one ſuffice, ver. 35, Thou 
ſhalt not ſuffer thy Holy One to ſee corruption ;” 
1 from the xvith Pſalm) “New (ſays the 

A apoſtle 


1 
apoſtle Peter) David, who prophetically ſpake 


theſe words, fell on ſleep, and was laid unto his 


fathers, and ſaw corruption: but he whom God | 


raiſed again, ſaw no corruption”—he burſt the 
barriers of the tomb, and role triumphant from 
the grave, as an earneſt of our reſurrection. 
« 'Therefore, men and brethren, children of the 
ſtock of Abraham, be it known unto you, that 
through this Man is preached unto you the for- 
giveneſs of ſins; and by him all that believe are 
Juſtified from all things from which ye could not 
be juſtified by the law of Moſes.” 

But they did not receive the glad tidings of 
ſalvation through faith in Chriſt Jeſts, but were 
filled with envy, contradicting and blaſpheming. 
Well might the apolile ſay to thoſe blaſphemers, 
© Beware, leaſt that come upon you which is 
ſpoken of in the prophets—Behold ye deſpiſers, 
and wonder, and periſh! for I work a work 
in your days, which ye will in no wife lere, 
though a man declare it unto you.“ From hard- 
neſs of heart, and contempt of God's word, 
good Lord, deliver us!-—Obſtinate unbelief, and 
contempt of the goſpel, is the cauſe of the ſin- 
ner's condemnation: it is not becauſe God will not 
ſave them, but becauſe they will not be /aved. - 
«« Ye will not come unto me, ſaith Chriſt, that 
ye may have life,” (ſpiritual life.) It was theſe 
Phariſces the Apoſtle cauti ons to beware, leaſt 
God 


1. 


God give them up to the hardneſs of their heart. 
and for ever ſhut the door of mercy againſt them. 
God grant none in his preſence may be of that 
number; rather let me intreat you, in the name 
of Feſus Chriſt, to call upon God to give you 
repentance, to change your mind, and incline your 
hearts to accept the offered mercy; for now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation: time 
is ſhort and eternity is at hand. Man, faith 
Job, cometh forth like a flower, and is cut 
down; he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and never 
continueth in one ſtay: in the midſt of life we 
are in death, and we know not what a moment 
will bring forth.” My brethren, if riches in- 
creaſe, ſet not your heart upon them; remember 
the rich man in the goſpel, who had ſet his heart 
on a long life to enjoy his goods, but what was 
the anſwer of God to him, „thou fool, this 
night thy ſoul ſhall be required of hee,” and then 
whoſe will theſe things be, May che Lord teach 
you to number your days, that you may apply 
your heart unto wiſdem, Though the apoſtles 
were oppoſed by many of the Fews, yet they 
waxed bald, and faid unto them, feeing you 
| thruſt the word of God from you, and judge your- 
ſelves unworthy of eternal life, lo! we turn to 
the Gentiles, for ſo hath God commanded us, 
ſaying, “ have ſet thee for a light (namely 
Chriſt) to the Gentiles, that thou ſhouldeſt be for 
ſuluatian to the ends of the earth.“ Chriſt's 


commiſſion 


A” 
commiſſion to the apoſtles was, “go ye into all 
the world, and preach the geſpel to every crea- 
ture: declare that every finner that repents and 
believes the' goſpel ſhall be ſaved, for I came to 
ſeek and to ſave them that are loſt, whoſe heart 
is broken on account of fin; tell them that 1 
came to bind up the broken hearted; and to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and the open- 
ing of the priſon to them that are bound with 
the chain of their ſins: tell them to look unto 
me by faith and be ſaved, for I am God, 'and 
there is none beſide me.” "his is the command. 
of Jeſus, the Saviour And had I a voice to be 
heard at the utmoſt bounds of the earth, I would 
declare this good news, that there is mercy for. 
the chief of ſinners that return to God by true 
repentance, and believe the goſpel. And when. 
they had preached in various cities, and con- 
firmed the ſouls of the diſciples, and exhorted 
them to-continue in the faith, telling them, that. 
through much tribulation they muſt enter the. 
kingdom of God, they returned to Antioch, 


from whence they had been recommended to the 
grace of God, for the work. they. had fulfilled. 


Then follow the words of my text: 
And when they were come, and had gathered the 
church together, they rehearſed all that God had 
done with them, and haw he had opened a door f 


faith unto the Gentiles. 
An | 


(9) 

An example for miniſters, particularly itinerant 
preachers, when they return to their reſpective 
churches, to acquaint their brethren of the work 
of God where they have been Whatever God 
had done with, or by the apoſtles, they ſeem to 
rejoice moſt in, that God hath opened a door of 
faith unto the Gentiles. 


In ſpeaking from the text, I ſhall, 


Firſt, Take notice what Faith is, and of its 
nature. | 


Secondly, What we may underſtand by the 
Door of Faith literally--and Why the apoſtle 
gave it that appellation. | 

Thirdly, Of the bleſſed Effects and Power of 
Faith. | 

Laſtly, Make ſome improvement of what may 
be ſaid, by way of application—and may God 
command a bleſſing. 

Firſt, I am to ſhew what Faith is, and of its 
nature. The apoſtle tells us, Heb, xi. 1, © That 
faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence or conviction of things not ſeen,” (founded 
on divine revelation;) it is an anticipation or 
enjoyment as it were of what God had promiſed. 
This is properly divine faith, ;a belief of divine 
things. It gives us as clear and convincing a 
demonſtration of inviſible things, as if they were 
exhibited to our natural ſight. Faith, my be- 

loved, 


( 20 ) 

loved, is the chriſtian's perſpeQive glaſs, through 
which he views the ſcriptures of truth : by faith 
we underſtand the worlds were framed by the 
word of God; „ he ſpake, and it was done, he 
commanded, and it ſtood faft.” Again, it looks 
forward to the promiſes of God revealed in his 
word, for the comfort and ſupport of the believer 
in Chriſt, whoſe hope of ſalvation depends alone 
on his atoning blood. T his faith in its nature, 
brings true peace to the conſerence, and by it, 
through Chriſt, we obtain or receive all the 
bleſſings of the goſpel. It is an operative prin- 
ciple which leads the believer into all holy obed:- 
ence, as more fully will be ſhewn in the proceed- 
ing part of this diſcourſe, 


Secondly, What may we underſtand by. the 
Door of Faith literally—and why the apoſtle 
gives it that appellation, 

A door is a proper way or place of entrance— 
« He that entereth not by the door, faith our 
Lord, the fame is a thief and a robber. Faith is the 
door to Chriſt, and Chriſt is the door or way to'the 
Father, John xi. 10, I am the door, by me, if 
any man enter in, he ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall go 
in and out and find paſture.” Again, “ no man, 
ſaith Chriſt, cometh unto the Father, but by me, 
(as Mediator ;) neither can any man come to 
me, except the Father draw him,“ (by the Spirit 
of faith) John xiv. 6. Thus Father, Son, and 

Spirit 
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God, experienced in the heart, cheers and re- 
freſheth the drooping ſoul, as the rain doth the 
tender herb. It revives and invigorates the 
chriſtian to run the way of God's command- 
ments ; not from a legal principal, but from a 
ſpirit of faith and love. Thus were the ſaints 
of God under the old teſtament aſſiſted and in- 
fluenced by the Spirit ; and has he not promiſed 
the Spirit to us under the new teſtament ? ſurely 
he has: Juſt as he was going to leave the world, 
he told his .diſciples he would pray the Father 
that he would ſend them another Comforter, 
even the Spirit-of truth, who ſhould abide with 
them for ever. And again, on the laſt day, that 
great day of the feaſt (the feaſt of tabernacles) 
Jeſus ſtood up, and cried, If any man thirſt let 
him come unto. me and drink. Now it was a 
cuſtom among the Jews to build great veſſels of 
ſtone, and in the midſt, or belly of them, to have 
2 pipe, through which the water paſſed ; and 
Jeſus ſeeing the people drink thereof, and willing 
to improve it in a ſpiritual ſenſe, cries out, If 
any man thirſt, let him come unto me and 
drink, for he that cometh unto me, (or he that 
believeth on me) out of his belly ſhall flow rivers 
of living water. This, ſays St. John, ſpake he 
of the Spirit, which they that believe on him 
ſhould receive They ſhall be filled with all the 
ſanQifying graces of the Spirit of God. Chriſt 

| and 
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and his Holy Spirit are a living fountain, whoſe 


waters never fail; for whoſoever, ſaith Chriſt, 
drinketh of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall 
be in him a well of water ſpringing up unto eter- 
nal life. 


This may ſuffice to prove that the Spirit of 


God is promiſed and given to all the children of 
God in all ages of the church. 


Secondly, I come now, as propoſed, to take 


notice of the character of -a Leader, and of the 
 Leadings of God's Spirit, in the experience of the 
believer. 


And firſt, a Leader is to go before, to guide, 


to draw on, to allure by pleaſing motives: thus 
the Spirit of God draws ſome ſinners by the 


cords of love, inclining their hearts to hear and 


receive the word of truth, by ſweetly alluring 


them on. I will allure her, ſays God, and bring 
her into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak comfortable 
unto her. Many a ſweet conſolation the awak- 
ened ſinner experienceth (who is thus drawn by 
love) before he is led to ſee the finfulneſs of ſin, 


or the extent of God's law. But again, the Spirit 
of God is a ſpirit of conviction in the ſinner's 
heart; for, ſays Chriſt, when the Comforter is 
come, he ſhall convince the world. of ſin: of 
fin becauſe they believe not on me. This is a 
crime which the ſinner had no idea of, till che 


Spirit 


„ 
Spirit awakened his conſcience, and leads him to 
feel his condemnation ; for he that believeth not 
is condemned already. Again, the Spirit leads 
him to ſee and to feel his fallen ſtate; that he 
is not only condemned by the law of God, but 
that his nature is depraved ; that he is fallen from 
his original rectitude. Sin appears exceeding 
ſinful : the Spirit leads him to repent ; his mind 
is changed. He now, like the publican, cries 
out, God be merciful to me a ſinner; and like 
the prodigal (come to himſelf) he ſays, I will 
ariſe and go to my father, and ſay unto him, 
father, I have ſinned againſt heaven and in thy 
ſight, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
ſon, make me as one of thy hired ſervants. 
Thus the Spirit leads the ſinner, as an humble 
penitent at the throne of grace ; but he doth not 
leave him to deſpair; no, having convinced him 
of ſin, he convinceth him of righteouſneſs, 
though he is altogether unrighteous in himſelf : 
that God the Father, through the merits of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, is juſt and righteous, in for- 
giving him his ſins; he is led by the ſpirit of 
faith to ſee his intereſt in a crucified Redeemer, 
and rejoiceth in God's mercy through Chriſt, 
conſcious that he is accepted of God through the 
merits and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt imputed 
to him by faith ; thus receiving Chriſt into his 
heart by faith, he becomes an adopted Son of 

B | God, 
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God, an heir of God through Chriſt. This 


leads me to take notice, 


Thirdly, Of the great privileges of thoſe that 
are led by the Spirit of God ; they are the ſons 
of God, and heirs to all the promiſes. 

Being led by the Spirit of God to Jeſus, as 
humble penitents, and having received the par- 
don of their ſins, through faith in his blood, theſe 
are ſons of God, joint heirs with Chriſt ; and 
becauſe they are ſons, God hath ſent forth the 
ſpirit of his ſon into their hearts, crying Abba, 
Father they are the children of God by faith, 
and heirs to all the promiſes of God, ſpiritual 
and temporal; for godlineſs is profitable unto 
all things, having the promiſe of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come. They 
are bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; their life is had with Chriſt in God, and 
when Chriſt, who is their life ſhall appear, they 


alſo ſhall appear with him in glory; they are 


begotten again to a lively hope, by the refurrec- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, to an inheri- 
tance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away. Theſe are the privileges of the ſons 
of God, and not only ſo, but the Spirit of God 
is to thoſe a ſpirit of faith, of hope, and of love; 
to ſupport them under all the viciſſitudes of this 
mortal life. In afflictions the ſpirit of faith 
ſupports 


„ 
ſupports them, and enables them to ſay, this 
light affliction, which is but for a moment (com- 
pared with eternity) ſhall work for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; while 
we look not at the things that are ſeen but on 
the things that are not ſeen; for the things that 
are ſeen are temporal, but the things that are not 
een are eternal. Thus by the eye of faith the 
chriſtian pierceth through every difficulty, and 
caſteth his anchor hope in heaven, and is reſigned 
under ever diſpenſation of providence : He has 
learned that bleſſed leſſon, how to be abaſed and 
how to abound, and in every thing to give 
thanks. Thus the ſoul, enlightened by the 
Spirit, led by the Spirit, and ſupported by the 
Spirit of faith in God through Jeſus Chriſt ; he 
caſteth every care upon him for time and eternity; 
thus, by the grace of God, truſting him in life, 
God will not leave him in death, but will enable 
him to ſay, Though I walk through the valley 
and ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy ſtaff doth comfort 

me, | 
Having briefly ſhewed the privileges of God's 


children, I come 


| Laſtly, as propoſed, to make ſome improve- 
ment of what has been ſaid, by way of applica- 
tion. | | 


B 2 Are 


* 


© 46 

Are there any who make light of the Spirit of 
God, and of his operations, on the hearts of 
men? Beware ſinner leaſt God give thee up to 
the hardneſs of thy heart, and that word be ful- 
hiled in thee, becauſe I have called, and ye re- 
fuſed, I have ſtretched out my hands and no 
man regarded ; bnt ye have ſet at nought all my 
counſel, and would none of my reproof, I alſo 
will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when 
your fear cometh, May God alarm thy con- 
icience ere it be too late. And you, my fellows» 
travellers, who are travelling Sion ward, remem- 
ber, we are in an enemy's country; we are called 
to fight; but, bleſſed be God, not in our own 
itrength, but in the ſtrength of God. Put ye on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
to ſtand in the day of battle; above all, taking 
the ſhield of faith, for without faith we can- 
not conquer. But this grace enables the chriſtian 
to quench all the fiery darts of the devil, and to 
be more than conqueror through him that has 
loved us. But remember, we are liable to be 
tempted, by the world, the fleſh, and the devil. 
Let us take the advice of our Lord, Watch and 
pray that ye enter not into temptation. Let us 
not quench the Spirit by giving way to ſin, Be- 
ware of an Antinomian principle ; many have 
ſplit on that rock, and made ſhipwreck of faith 
and 


17 Ly 

and a good conſcience z and made work for re- 
pentance perhaps to their laſt moments. Again, 
grieve not the Spirit by conforming to the ſpirit 
of the world ; but be transformed, by the renew- 
ing of your minds, that ye may know what is that 
good and acceptable and perfe& will of God. 
Add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 
to knowledge temperance, to temperance pa- 
tience, to patience godlinefs, and to godlineſs 
brotherly kindneſs, and to brotherly kindneſs 
charity; for if theſe things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye ſhall not be nei- 
ther barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Brethren, give diligence to make your calling 
and election ſure; for if ye do thoſe things ye 
ſhall never fall, but an entrance ſhall be mini- 
ſtred unto you abundantly, into the everlaſting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Is there a backſlider preſent, whoſe heart is 
broken by reaſon of his ſins ? remember there is 
an advocate with the father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous, and he 1s the propitiation for thy ſins, 
Come, as thou didſt in time paſt, with, God be 
merciful to me a ſinner, and he will receive thee 
graciouſly and love thee freely ; thou ſhalt again 
enjoy the light of his countenance, and feel his 
B3 love 


1 | 
love ſhed abroad in thy heart, which will lead 
thee to ſay, | 
Whence to me this waſte of love ? 
- Aſk my advocate above; 
See the cauſe in ſeſu's face, 
Now before the throne of grace. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Spirit, be everlaſting praiſes, now and. 
for ever more. Amen, 


— — — 
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AN APPENDIX 


Shewing the doctrine advanced in the preceding Diſ- 
courſe to be the doctrine of the Church of England. 


FIRST, as to the fall of man, the tenth 
article of the church ſaith, „ that the condition 
of man ſince the fall, is ſuch, that he cannot 
turn and prepare himſelf by his own natural 
ſtrength and good works to faith and calling 
upon God ;” wherefore we have no power to 
do good works, pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
without the grace of God by Chriſt, preventing 
or aſſiſting us that we may have a good will, 
and working with us when we have that good. 
wall, 


Again, 


410 

Again, in the confeſſion, we acknowledge We 
have gone aſtray like loſt ſheep and there is no 
ſpiritual help in us. We acknowledge we are 
tied and bound with the chain of our ſins, and 
pray that the pitifulneſs of God's mercy may 
looſe us; for the honour of Jeſus Chriſt, our 
mediator and advocate.“ Being thus fallen, and 
condemned by God's law, and coming to God 
a penitent ſinner through faith in Chriſt Jeſus. . 

The eleventh article of our church tell us, 
we are accounted righteous, or juſtified, or 
acquitted from the guilt of our ſins, only for the 
merit of onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and 
not for our own works or deſervings; where- 
fore that we are juſtified by faith only, is a moſt. 
wholeſome doctrine and very full of comfort, 
as. more largely is expreſſed in the OE of 

juſtification,” 

Again, The Spirit of God is the only agent 
that works repentance and faith, and all the 
graces of the Spirit in us. Wherefore the 
church beſeecheth God in the abſolution, to 
4 grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, 
that thoſe things may pleaſe him which we do 
at this preſent, and that the reſt of our life here- 
after may be pure and holy.“ 

Again, in the litany, we pray „that God 
would endue us with the grace of his Holy Spirit,. 
to. o amend our lives according to his holy word, 

The 


1 
The miniſter calls on God to make clean our 
hearts within us; and the people, that he would 
not take his Holy Spirit from us. We pray 
that God would fend down upon-all our Biſhops 
*and Curates, and all congregations, the healthful 
Spirit of his grace. In the prayer for all con- 
ditions of men, we pray that the church of 
God may be ſo guided and governed by his good 
ſpirit that all who profeſs and call themſelves 
chriſtians, may be led into the way of truth, 
and hold the faith in the unity of ſpirit, in the 
bond of peace, and in righteouſneſs of life. The 
collect for Chriſtmas Day, „we pray that as 
Chriſt was born of a pure virgin, ſo we being 
regenerate, or born again, and made thy children 
by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed 
by thy Holy Spirit, through the ſame our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt.” The colle& for Whitſunday, we 
pray that God would grant us, by his Spirit, 
to have a right judgment in all things, and ever- 
more to rejoice in his holy comforts,” My friends, 
our reformers who wrote this collect, no doubt 

experienced the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The ninth ſunday in trinity we pray “ Grant 
to us, O Loid, we beſeech thee, the Spirit to 
think and do always ſuch things as be rightful ; 
that we, who cannot do any thing without thee, 
may by thee be enabled to live according to thy 
will, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 1 
| 0 
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The collect in the communion ſervice we 
pray, “ Almighty God, unto whom all hearts 
de open, all deſites known, and from whom 
no ſecrets are hid, cleanſe the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily mag- 
nity thy holy name, through Chriſt our Lord.“ 

In the office of ordination of prieſts, the biſhop 
aſketh the candidate for prieſts orders, ** Do you 
truſt you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt 
to take upon you this office and miniſtration, to 
ſerve God, for the promoting of his glory, and 
the edifying of his people, Anſwer, I truſt ſo, 
Again, the biſhop lays his hand on every candi- 
date, ſaying, Receive the Holy Ghoſt for the 
office aad work of a prieſt in the church of God.” 

Surely then it is evident that our reformers ſaw 
the neceſſity of the aſſiſtance and influence of the 
Spirit of God, aQuating all the miniſters of the 
goſpel to aſſiſt them to preach and expound the 
word of God; and the ſame divine Spirit muſt 
operate on the minds and hearts of the people, 
to receive the word with profit to their ſouls, 
Hence we pray that we may in ſuch wiſe hear, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt it; re- 
ceive it by faith into our hearts, and live upon 
it; for-it is written man ſhall not live by bread 


alone, 
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alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. 

Again, in one of our collects, the miniſter 
after ſermon, beſeecheth the Almighty God, 
tha: the words we have heard with our outward 
ears, may, through his grace, be grafted inwardly 
in our hearts; that it may bring forth in us 
the fruits of good living, to the honour and 
praiſe of God's holy name,” Thus you ſec our 
_ reformers ſaw the neceſſity of the word being 
digeſted and ingrafted by faith in our hearts, 
through the Spirit, to enable us to live to his 
glory. 

But it may be aſked, why has this doctrine 
no more influence on the members of the 
church? The anſwer is plain, few miniſters 
inforce it; nay, ſome explode it as madneſs and 
enthuſiaſm ; they will acknowledge it in the 
deſk and deny it in the pulpit. Hence inſtead 
of the people being profited, they are hardened 
in their infidelity, Sin abounds of every kind; 
no change of heart, no change of morals. My 
friends, thoſe things ought not to be: But as it 
was in the days of Jeremiah ſo it is now. A 
wonderful and horrible thing is committed in 
the land; the prophets propheſy falſely, and the 
people love to have it ſo ; and what will ye do 
in the end thereof.“ Be not offended ye miniſters 

nor 
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nor people, for I have no individual perfon 'in 
view ; but conſcious what I have inſerted is too 
.much the caſe, I ſhall now conclude with that 
excellent prayer for the clergy and people in our 
church ſervice, | 

& Almighty and everlaſting God, who alone 
worketh great marvels, ſend down upon our 
biſhops and curates, and all congregations com- 
mitted to their charge, the healthful ſpirit of 
thy grace : and that they may truly pleaſe thee, 
pour upon them the continual dew of thy bleſ- 
ſing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our 
advocate and mediator Jeſus Chriſt, Amen,” 


Ay 


An HYMN to the Holy Ghoſt. 
Extrafted from the Ordination Office. 


COME Holy Ghoſt our ſouls inſpire, 
And lighten with celeſtial fire ; 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who doſt thy ſeven-fold gifts impart. 


Thy bleſſed unction from above 

Is comfort, life, and fre of love; 
Enable with perpetual light, 

The dulneſs of our blinded fight. 


Anoint and chear our ſoiled face, 
With the abundance of thy grace; 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home; 

Where thou art guide, no ill can come. 


Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee of both to be but one, 
That through the ages all along, 
This, this, may be our endleſs ſong. 


Praiſe God from whom all bleſſings flow, 
Praiſe him all creatures her below; 
Praiſe him above ye heav'nly hoſt, 
Praiſe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 


